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Pzoteſtant Religion, 


K1E World is at this day filled with diſ- 
e>1) courſes about the Proteſtant Religion, and 
3 che Profeſſion of it ; and that not without 
cauſe. The publick Oppoſition that is made 
unto it, the Deſigns that are managed with 
S=©S Policy and Power for it's utter Extirpati- 

on, and the Confidence of many. that they will take Ef- 
fea, muſt needs fill the minds of them whoſe Principal 
Intereſt and concerns lye in it, with many Thoughts a- 
bout the Event. Never was there a greater Cauſe brought 
on the Stage for a Tryal. A Casſe wherein the Glory of 
God. is concerned above any thing at this day in the 
World. A Casſe wherein the moſt Eminent prevailing 
Powers of the Earth are viſibly ingaged as unto its Ruine ; 
and whereunto all the Diabolical Arts of men are employ- 
ed. A cauſe wherein thole who embrace that Religion, 
do judge that not only their Lives, but the Eternal wel- 
fare of them and their Poſterity is inevitably concerned. 
This cannot but fill the minds of all men with various 


conjeAures about the Iſſue of theſe things, according as 
A 2 their 
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their Intereſt works in them by Hopes and Fears. Some 
-of+ them therefore do 'Erideavour” by "their ' Counſels and 
other wayes for the Preſervation and Continuance of this 
Proteſtant Religion amongſt our ſelves, according as the 
have an Acceſſion unto publick Afﬀairs; And ſome whoſe 
Lot is caſt into a private capacity, do engage Faith and 
Prayer unto the ſame purpoſe. The Enemies of it in the 
mean time are powerful, active and reſtleſs; many amongſt 
us being uncertain in their minds, as not reſolved where 
to fix their Intereſt, arid a greater multitude like Gallo, 
care for none of theſe things. This being a matter rhere- 
fore wherein all men, who have any ſence of. Religion, 
are {o deeply concerned, it may not be unſeaſonable, Brief- 
ly to enquire what 1s this Proteſtant Relipion which is 
{o contended about ; what is it's preſent Stzaze in the 
World ; What it's Srreneth and Weakneſs as wunto. it?s: pub- 
lick Profeſſion, and what is like to be the” Iſſue: of the 
preſent conteſt, This 1s that which the enfuing Leaves 
are deſigned unto : and it is hoped they may be of uſe 
unto ſome, to extricate their minds from involved. fruitleſs 
Thoughts, to dire&t them'in their Duty and to bring them 
unto an acquieſcency in the Will of God. 

The Proteſtant Religion may be conſidered either as it 
is Religion in General, that. is, Chriſtan Religion ; or as it 
is diſtin&t from and oppoſite unto another pretended Pro- 
fefſion of the ſame Religion, whereon it 1s called Pro- 
teſt ant. — | 

In the firſt ſence of it, it derives it's Original from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. What they taught tobe believed, 
what they commanded to be obſerved in the Worſhip of 
God; All of it and. nothing but that, 1s the Proteſtant 
Religion. Nothing elſe belongs unto it, in nothing elſe 
is it concerned. Theſe, therefore are the Principles. of the 
Religion of Proteſtants, whereinto their Faith and Obedi- 


ence are reſolved. | 
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1. What was revealed unto the Church by the Lord 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is the whole of that Religion which 
God will and doth accept. | 

2, So faras is needful unto the Faith, Obedience and Eter- 
nal Salvation of the Church, what they taught, reveal- 
ed and commanded, is contained in the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtameat, witneſſed unto and confirmed by thoſe 
of the Old. 

3. All that is required of us that we may pleaſe God, 
be accepted with Jim, and come to the Eternal Enjoy- 
ment of him, is that: we truely believe what is ſo reveal- 
ed and taught, yielding ſincere Obedience unto what is 
commanded in the Scriptures. 

Upon theſe Principles, Proteſtants confidently propoſe 
their Religion unto the Tryal of all mankind. Itin any 
thing it be found to deviate from them, if it exceeds in 
any Inſtance what is ſo revealed, taught and command- 
ed ; If it be defective in the "Faith or Practice of any 
thing that is ſo revealed or commanded, they are ready 
to renounce it. Here they live and dye, from this Foun- 
dation they will not depart : This 7s their Religion. 

And if theſe Principles will not ſecure us, as unto our 
preſent acceptance with God in Religion, and the Eter- 
nal Enjoyment of him, he hath left all Mankind at an ut- 
ter uncertainty to make a blind venture for an inviſible 
World; which is alrogether inconſiltent with his Infinite 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Benignity. 

Being in poſſeſſion of theſe Principles of Truth and Se- 
curity trom Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it belongs unto the 
Proteſtant Religion not to change or forgo them, and to 
repoſe our confidence in the Infallibility or Authority of 
the Pope of Rome, or of the Church whereof he is the 
Head. For theſe Principles of Aſſurance are ſuch as every 
way become the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; and 
fuch as that our Nature 1s not capable in this life, of thoſe 


which 
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which are higher, or of a more illuſtrious Evidence, Let 
the contrary*unto either of theſe be demonſtrated, and we 
will renounce the Proteſtant Religion. To forgo them 
for ſuch as are irreconcilable unto Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, as alſo to the common Reaſon of Mankind, is 
an effect of the higheſt Folly and of ſtrong Deluſion. 
_ For that all Mankind ſhould be obliged to place all 
their Confidence and Aſſurance of pleaſing God, of living 
unto him, and coming unto the Enjoyment of him for 
Eternity, on the Pope of Rome and his Infallibility, how- 
ever qualified and circumſtantiated, conſidering what theſe 
Popes are and have been, is Eternally irreconcilable unto 
the Greatneſs, Wiſdom, Love and Kindneſs of God ; as 
allo unto the whole Revelation made of himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The Principles of Proteſtant Religion before men- 
tioned, do every way become, are highly ſuited unto the 
Nature and Goodneſs of God. No man fiving ſhall ever 
be able to inſtance in one Tittle of them, rhat is not 
correſpondent with Divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom. But on 
the firſt naming of this other way, no man who knows 
any thing what the Pope is, and what 1s his Church, if 
he be not blinded with Prejudice and Intereſt, will be able 
to Satisfie himſelf that it is conſiſtent with Infinite Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom to commit the Salvation of Mankind, 
which he values above all things, unto ſuch a Security. 

Neither hath this latter way any better conſiſtency with 
" Humane Wiſdom, or the common Reaſon of Mankind ; 
namely, that thoſe who are known, many of them to be 
better and wiſer men than thoſe Popes, ſhould reſolve 
their Religion, and therein their whole Aſſurance of plea- 
ſing God, with all their hopes of a bleſſed Eternity, into 
the Authority and Infallibility of the Pope and his Church ; 
Seeing many of them, the moſt of them, eſpecially for ſome 
Ages, have been Perſons wicked, ignorant, proud, ſenſual and 


brutiſh 1n their Lives. 
This 
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This then is the Foundation of the Proteſtant Religion, 
in that it is built on thoſe Principles, which are every way 
ſuited unto the Divine Nature and Goodneſs, as alſo ſatis- 
factory unto Humane Reaſon ; with a refuſal of them which 
are unworthy of infinite Wiſdom to give, and the ordinary 
Reaſon of men to admit or receive. 

Secondly, as the name Prozeſtant 1s diſtintive with re- 
ſpect unto ſome other pretended profeſſion of Chriſtian Re- 
gion ; fo it derives this denomination from them who in 
all Ages after the Apoſtaſie of the Church of Rowe came to 
be expreſly Antichriſtian, departed from the Communion 
of it, oppoſed it, reformed themſelves, and ſet up the true. 
Worſhip of God according unto the Degrees and mea- 
ſures of Goſpel Light which they had received. 

This was done ſucceffively in a long tra& of Time 
through ſundry Ages, until by an Acceſſion of Multitudes, 
Princes and People, unto the ſame Profefſion, they openly 
teſtified and Proteſted againſt the Papal Apoſtaſie and Ty- 
ranny, whence they became to be commonly called Pro-- 
teſtants. And the Principles whereon they all of them 
proceeded: from firſt to laſt, which conſtitute their Religi- 
on as Proteſtant, were theſe that follow. | 

7. That there are in the Scripture, Propheſtes, Predictions 
and Warnings, eſpecially in the Book of the Revelation. 
and the Second Epiſtle of Pan! the Apoſtle to the Theſſale- 
2ians, that there ſhould be a great Apoſtaſie or Defection 
in the viſible Church from the Faith, Worſhip and Ho- 
lineſs of the Goſpel; and in Oppoſition unto what was 
appointed of Chriſt, the EreCtion of a worldly, Carnal, 4-- 
zichriſtian. Church-ſtate, compoſed of Tyranny, Idolatry 


. and Perſecution, which ſhould for a long time Oppreſs 


the true Worſhippers , of Chriſt with Bloody Cruelty, 

and at laſt be it ſelf conſumed with the Spirit of his. 

Mouth, and deſtroyed by the Brightneſs of his coming. 
This Detcction was ſo plainly foretold, as alſo the be- 
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ginning of it in a Myſtery of Iniquity deſigned even in the 
dayes of the Apoſtles, that Believers in all Ages did expe& 
the accompliſhment of it by the Introduction of an Anti- 
chriſtian State and Power, though the manner of it was 
hidden from them, until it was really fulfilled. I fay from 
the dayes of the Apoſtles, and the giving out of thoſe 
Prophefies and Predictions of the coming of Antichriſt 
and an Apoſtate Church State with him, all Chriſtians 
in all Ages, . did. believe and expect that it ſhould - come, 
until it's real coming in a way and manner unexpeCted 
confounded their apprehenſions about it. _ _—_ 

2. Their ſecond Prixciple as Proteſtants was, that this 
Detection and Antichriſtian Chureh State fo plainly fore- 
told by the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures, was openly and 
vilibly accomplithed in the Church off Rome, with the Na- 
tions that had Subjected themſelves unto the Yoke there- 
of. Therein they found and ſaw, all that Tyranny and 
Opprefſion, all that Pride and ſelf Exaltation above every 
thing that hath the Name of God upon it, all that Idola- 
try and falſe Worſhip, all that departure from the Faith 
of the Goſpel, all that contempt of Evangelical Obedience, 
which were foretold to come in under, and conſtitute the 
fatal Apoſtaſie. ' 

3. Hereon their third Principle was, that as they valu- 
ed the Glory of God, the Honour of Chriſt and rhe Go- 
ſpelt, their own Salvation, and the Good of :the Souls of 
others, they were obliged to forſake and renounce all Com- 
munion with that Apoſtate Church, though they ſaw 
that their ſo doing, would coſt many of them their dear- 
eſt, Blood, or Lives. nl, 

4. They were convinced hereon, -that it was their Du- 
ty publickly to Prozeſ# againſt all thoſe Abominations, to 
Retorm themſelves as unto Faith, Worſhip and Converſati- 
on, according -unto the Rules before laid down, as thoſe 


that are Fundamental unto Chriſtian Religion, 
Theſe 
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Theſe were. the Principles: whereon- Chriſtian..Religion 
as -it is Proteflant;pwas- reintroduced: lintoithe= Wofld,: af: 
ter: it had(been; hot:ohly; bbfoareds butio:almoſt'exthided 
out: of it;/'as 'unto it's-publick Pidfeflionto And theſe: Prins 
ciples are avowed by all 'true Proteſtants, 'as thoſe where- 
on they :are ready. at all times, to'put their Cauſe - and 
Profeſſion i on the Trial! ji iinuorr: nom Tg e 5 

The Way whereby. the: Profeſhon of! thisoiP>orgftant'-Re- 
ligion was introdiced''on theſe Principles iand made pub- 
lick in the World under the Antichriſtian Apoſtaſie, was 
the ſame whereby. Chriſtian Religion- entred the World 
under 'P araniſze ; | Namely, by :: the 'Prayers,- Preaching, 
Writings,” Sufferings- and | Holineſs: of 'Life of them '-who 
embraced it.and were talled to promote 1t. And herein 
their Sufferings for the number of. them that ſuttered, and 
variety of all Cruel Preparations of Death, are inexpreſ- 
fible. ': It _ 15-:capable of a full Demonſtration, that thoſe 
who were $121 by the Sword and: otherwiſe deſtroyed tor 
their Teſtimony unto Chriſt and the Goſpel, in oppoſition 
unto the Papal Apoſtaſie and Idolatry, did far exceed the 
number of them that Sufftered for 'the Chriſtian Religion 
in all the: Pagaz Perſecutions of :Old. A Plant fo: ſoaked 
and W wars | with the Blood of the Martyrs, -will not be 
ſo ealily plucked up as ſome Imagine. Nay it is' proba- 
ble it will not go out without more blood ( of ſufferers 
I mean) than it was 1ntroduced by ; which yet no man 
knows how to conceive or expreſs. 

But it had no ſooner fixed its :Profeſſion in' ſome Na- 
tions, bur it was loaden with all manner of Refroaches, 
charged with all the Evils that fell out in the World 
after its entrance ; and by all ſorts of Arts. and pretences 
rendred {ſuſpected and hateful unto: Princes and. Potentates:; 
Whatever is Evil in or unto - Mankind, eſpecially unto 
the Intereſt of great men, was with great Noiſe and Cla- 
mour charged on it, For ſo it was-1n the {tirtt . entrance 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. under Paganiſm. There ' was 
neither. Plague ; non: Farnane;> nar- Earthquake, \not Inunda- 
tion of Water, nor:;:War;-inor [Invaſion'-by: Enemies; but 
all was charged on-thatiNew Religion. And - the | Reaſon 
hereof was, not only the Hatred of the Truth through the 
Love of Sin and Unrightequſneſs, and an ingrafted power 
of Superſtition through blind Devotion, but. Principally 
becauſe for-a long : Trac of. Time, the whole: of ' the Pro- 
tefſton of Religion had been ſuited unto the Secular Intereſts | 
of men, ſupplying them under various pretences, with Pow- | 
er, Domination, Territories, Titles, Revenues, : Wealth, | 
Eaſe, Grandeur, and Honour, with an! Inſinuation (into. and 
power: over the Conſciences of all forts of Perſons ; a thing | 
very deſirable to men of corrupt Minds, and eaſily: turned ' 
into an Engine unto very bad and pernicious Ends. That :' 
the whole Complex, and all it's parts in their various mo- ! 
tions and Operations, of the. Chriſtian Religion . in the | 
P zacy, is framed and fitted unto theſe Ends, {6 as to give 

latisfaftion unto all corrupt and Ambitious deſires in men, | 
is palpable unto all that are not wilfully blind. But this 
Proteſtant Religion fo introduced, ſtated the Intereſt of 
Chriſtian Religion in a way and deſign utterly inconfi- / 
ſtent herewith and deſtruQtive of it. And this was to | 
give all Glory and Honour to God and Chrift alone, and | 
to teach the Guides of the Church to be Humble, Holy, | 
Zealous Enſamples of the Flock, utterly renouncing all Sccu- | 
lar power and Domination, with Territories, Titles and | 
great Revenues on the account of their Othce, and the. 
Diſcharge of it. And was it any Wonder that thoſe who | 
were in poſſefſiion of zhree parts of the Power, and a zhird 

part of the Revenue of moſt Nations in Emrope, ſhould ' 
look on this Principle: as the Worſt of Devils, and fo re- 
preſent it, as to. frighten above half the Monarchs of thele | 
Nations from once. looking ſteadily upon it, whereby they : 


might have eaſily diſcovered. the cheat that was put vup- 
on. 
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(11) 
on! them:: And thus was it' with the firſt Planters of 
Chriſtian Religion with reſpe&@ unto. the Pagans, 4. 19. 
"Bux herein many- labour to make a' difference between 
the IntreduQtion of 'Religion- under Paginifme: and the 
Reformation of -it-iunder -Antichrif:ani/me. - For they fay 
that the firſts Profeflors of Chriftian Religion for three 
tiundred Years endured:their Perſecutions with: all, pati- 
ence, never: once ftifring-up eitherr:Warsi/ori Cormot;: 
ons in the''defence:/ of their Profeffton.'! Butt iveeyi upon 
and after 'the -IfitroduQion. of Proteftant/ Rehigionz([there 
have- been' many. Tumulrs . and | Difarders, many*:popular 
Commotions and Wars which have: been'canſed thereby. 
For if-alt the |'Profeſſors of it tddbquietly fbffered them- 
ſelves to have been killed with the![Sword; of+hangedj-or 
burned, or tortured to death in the-Inquilition,. or: ſtar- 
ved in Dungeons''(and' more was net required” of them ) 
there would have been no ſuch Wars about Religion in 
the World. For their Enemies intended! nothing but- to 
deſtroy them -in' peace and: quietnefs, without the leaf 
I fay this Difference did: not arife from 'any - difference 
in the Religion of the One and the. Other, nor of the 
Principles of thoſe by whom: they' were | profedled. , But 
it hath proceeded from External canſes and circumſtan- 
ces, that were greatly different between the Primitive 
Chriſtians and the Proteſtants in ſome places and Nati- 
ons. For the Primitive Chriſtians, whoſe Story we have, 
were all of them placed in and Subje&t-unto ove Empire. 
In that whole Empire and all the Provinces of it, there 
was not one Law, Cuſtom or Uſage giving the leaſt 
countenance unto Ri2ht of Protection of Liberty. There 
was not one Prince, Ruler, Senate, 'Governour, that:had 
the leaſt pretence of legal Right to protect or deſend 
them in their Profeſſion againſt the Will and Law of 
B 2 the 
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the :Emperour: or Empite..» The outward: Rights: of: Re- 
ligion. were. no way. allied in any thing unto ' the Civil 
Rights of men. However numerous therefore the Chri- 
{{jans- were :1n-thoſe dayes, they were; all-abſolutely. pri- 
vate perſons-wrehout pretence of: Law or-Right to defent 
themfelves;37%n which ftate' of things-:it- is the undoubted 
Principle: ofall Proteſtants,” that where men are, perſecuted 
meetly: on the account.of- Religion: without ; Relation un- 
to rhe: CrikRights /and Liberties of: Mankind, their duty 
is-patiendy to. Suffer without the leaſt Reſiftance,, But. 15 
hath'beety otherwiſe upon the Reformhtion!and ſince. For 
the/ Protection and Preſervation of . Religion , was , taken 
up by.!ſundry Potentates, free Princes” and ,Cities, wha 
had:s legal. Right and: Power to prote& themſelves and 
their::Subjets 1n:the-Profefion of. it.' ; It hath: been. and 
is at this day incorporated into the Laws, ;Rights and 
Intereſts of ſundry Nations; which' ought to be defended. 
And no inſtance can be given .of ;:any people! detending 
themſelves in the Profeliion 'of ,.the-: Proteſtant Religion 
by .Arms, but where together with--their, Religion, their 
Enemies did defign and endeavour to deſtroy thoſe Rights, 
Liberties and Priviledges, which not only the Light of 
Nature, but the Laws and Cuſtoms of their ſeveral 
Countreys did: ſecure unto: them as a part of their Birth- 
right: Inheritance. -: And in ſome places though the name 
of Religion hath been . much uſed on the one ſide and 
the other ; yet it hath been neither the Cauſe nor Occa- 
fion of the Wars and Troubles that have been in- them.. 
And this makes. their caſe utterly difterent. from that of 
the Primitive Chriftians, 

This Religion being thus reinſtated in- many Nations, 
it brought forth fruit in them, even as the Goſpel did at 
its firſt - preaching in the places whereinto 1t came, Col. 
I. 6 | | 


It brought. forth. f7air. in them by whom it was. re- 
ceived, 
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ceived, ſuch as 1s the proper Fruit of Religion ; Namely 
it did ſo1n Light, Knowledge, Truth, in Holineſs, in the real 
Converſion of Multitudes unto God, in Good Works, jnt 
the Spiritual Comfort of Believers in Life and Death, with 
all- other fruits of Righteouſneſs which are to. the praiſe 
of God. Thereby alſo was the Worſhip of God vindi- 
cated from Idolatry and Superflition, and reſtored in ma- 
ny places unto it's Primitive Simplicity and Purity. | »- */ 
.. It brought alſo no ſmall Advantage even . unto thoſe 
Nations, both Princes and their Subjets, by whom 'the 
Profeſſion thereof was never received ; as Chriſtian Religi- 
on alſo did of Old unto the Pagan World. For hereby 
it is that the Kings and Potentates of Chriftendom, even 
thoſe of the Romany Profeffion, have much eaſed them- 
ſelves of that Intolerable yoke of Bondage that was. on 
them unto the Popes pretended Power - and his Impoſiti- 
ons. For whileſt all Nations were in Subjection to him, 
it was at their utmoſt hazard that any one King or 
State ſhould contend with him about any of his De- 
mands or Aſſumptions. For he could ſtir up what Na4 
tion he pleaſed, and give them ſufficient Encouragement 
to avenge his Quarrels on Rebellious Princes, which he 
alſo did- in Inſtances innumerable. But firvce ſo many 
Nations fell off from all dependance on him and Subje- 
Etion to him by the Light and Profeſſion of the- Pro: 
teſtant Religion, there is.a Ballance of Power againſt 
him, and an awe upon him in his Preſumptions, leſt he 
ſhould be dealt withall by others in the like manner. 
Had theſe Weſtern parts of. the World continued under 


a Superſtitious Senſe of a Fealty and Obedience in-all 


things due to the Pope, as they were before the Refor- 
mation, the Kzze of France himſelf ſhould not ſo eaſily 
have rejeted his perſonal _Infallibility and. Juriſdiction 
as he ſeems to have done; But he hath now no way left 
to avenge himſelf but Afſa/izations, which at this time 
may 
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may prove of very evil conſequence unto himſelf. Where- 
fore the Princes of Exrope, as well thole by whom the 
Proteſtant Religion is not embraced, yea 15 oppoſed and 


perfecuted, as thoſe by. whom it is received, ſeem not {© 
{enfible of the Benefic and Advantage which dothr accrew 


unto them all thereby. For from thence alone it is, with 
the 'Intereſt and Power which: ic hath obtained in the 
World, that they are freed in their Minds and: in : their 
Rule, from as baſe a Servitude and Bondage, as: ever 
perſons under their Denomination were Subject unto. | 
The common People alſo who yet continue in the 
Communion of the Papal Church, have received no {mall 
advantage by that Eftetual Light which. ſhines: in the 
World trom the Principles of this: Religion, even where 
it 'is not received. For from the Fear of the Diſcoveries 
to be made by it, hath a Curb been put upon the flagitious 
Lives of the Prieſts and Friars, wherewith all places were 
detiled ; Shame alſo with Neceſlity having ſtirred them up 
to deliver themſelves in ſome meafure from their old ſtupid 
Ignorance, Many Retrenchments have been made allo in 
ſome -of the moſt Grols parts of Idolatry, that were for 
many Ages in General prattice among them. And they are 
hereby alſo in ſome good meaſure freed from the Terror of 
evil Spirits wherewith they were continually haunted. For 
before the Reformation, Poſſeſlions, Apparitions, Sprights, 
Ghoſts, Fiends, with filly Miracles about them, hlPd all 
Places, and were a great Annoyance unto the common 
people. Somewhat there was no doubt of the Juggling 
of Prieſts in theſe things, and ſomewhat of the Agency 
of the Devil, each of them making uſe of the other to 
further their own defigns. But upon the fir{t preaching 
of the Goſpel, there was an Abatement made of theſe 
things in all places, which hath gone on, until they are 
every where grown the matter of Scorn and Contempt. 


This Religion bcing thus planted, and producing theſe 
Eftects, 


We. 
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Effets, the Houſe of 4u/tria in both the Branches of it, 
the Imperial and the Regal, eſpouſed the Antichriſtian In- 
tereft and Quarrel againſt it, and for Eighty years or 
thereabouts, endeavoured by all wayesof Force and Cru- 
elty irs utter extirpation. What immenſe Treaſures of 
Wealth they have ſpent and waſted, what an Ocean of 
blood they have ſhed, both of their own Subjeats and 
others in the purſuit of this Deſign, cannot be well con- 
ceived. But what hath been the IfTue of all their under- 
takings tothis End? They have fo far broken themſelves 
and their Power 1n their obſtinate purſuit of them, that 
thoſe who not long ſince thought of nothing leſs than an 
univerſal Monarchy, are forced to ſeek unto Proteſtant States 
and Nations, to preſerve them from immediate Ruine, So 
vain, fooliſh and fruitleſs for the moſt part are the deep 
Counſels and Projetions of men, ſo deſtrutive and rui- 
nous unto themſelves in the Iſſue, when their Deſires and 
Deſigns are enlarged beyond the Bounds which Right 
and Equity have fixed unto them ; eſpecially will they 
be ſo, when they are found fighting againſt God and his 
Intereſt in the World. And if the ſame, Deſign be now 
purſued by another, it will in time come unto the ſame 
Cataſtrophe. | | 

I ſhall not ſpeak any thing of the preſent State of 
this Proteſtant Religion, as unto 1t's Political Intereſts in 
the World. It is in general known to molt, and hath 
been particularly enquired into by many. TI ſhall only 
briefly conſider ſomething of it's Weakneſs, it's Danger, 
and what 1s like to be the IiJue of it, as unto it's pub- 
lick Profeſſion in the World, which are the SubjeQs of 
many mens daily converſe. 

The Political Weakneſs of the Proteſtant Religion ariſeth 
folely from the Diviſcons that are among them by whom it 
is profeſled. And theſe are of two forts. Firſt, ſuch as are 
of a Civil nature amongſt Princes and- States ; And Se- 
condly 
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condly, ſuch as are Relig:ous among Divines and Churches; 
As unto the firſt of theſe, ſome good men. who value Re- 
ligion above all their earthly Concerns, meaſuring, other 
Men, even” Princes, who profeſs Religion, by themiſelyes; 
have been almoſt aſtoniſhed that there is not ſuch a thing 
as a Proteſtant Intereſt ſo prevalent amongſt them, - as ro 
{ubordinate all particular. Conteſts and Deſignings /unto 
it ſelf. But whereas there was formerly an Appearance 
of ſome ſuch thing, which had no ſmall Influence on 
publick Counlels, and produced ſome Good uſeful Efetts ; 
at preſent it ſeems to be beyond hopes of a revival, and 
is of little conſideration 1a ' the World. Could ſuch a 
thing be expected, that the Nations and the Powers of 
them which publickly profels the Proceſiant Religion, ſhould 
avaw the preſervation and protection of it to pe their prin- 
Cipal Intereſt, and. regulare their Couaſels accordingly, 
giving this the preheminence ' in all things, their Adver- 
{aries would be content to dwell quietly at home, with- 
out offering much at their diſturbance. But theſe things 
are not of.my preſent conlideration, nor do I think that 
any fort” of men ſhall have the Glory of preſerving the 
Tatereſt of Chritt in the World; he will do it him- 
{clf. | 
Again, the Relig40as Difterences that are amonglt them 
as Churches, do weaken the Political Intereſt of Prote- 
ſtants. They have done ſo from the very beginning of the 
Reformation. And when the fr{t Differences among them 
were in ſome meaſure digeſted and brought unto ſome 
tolerable compoſure, about ſixty years ago there was an 
inrode made on the Doctrine that had been xeceived 
among the Reformed Churches by Novel Opinions, which 
hath grown unto this day to the great weakning of the 
whole Intereit. And as far as I can fee, 1t is in vain to 
diſſwade men from contending about their {mall Allot- 
ments in the Houſe, or it may be but ſome ſuppoſed Ap- 
| purte- 
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; purtenances of them,'whileft others ' are viſibly - digging 


at the Foundation to oppreſs them all withthe fall ot the whole 
Fabrick. In theſe things lyes the Sole outward Political 
Weakneſs of ' the Proteliant Intereſt in the World, whoſe 
direful Effects. God alone 'can-prevent; -{ - 1 1 / 

We may hereon Enquire, what 'at preſent is like to 
be the Iſue and event of this Proteſtant Religion as unto it's 
publick Profeſſion in the World. For the Adverfaries of it 
do every ;day diſcover not only their Defires and Endea- 


: yours. for; its: extwrpation, but' their | Expectations alſo of 


its ſpeedy. ruine.; They ſuppoſe the. time is come when 
that _— as they call it, which hath ſo long infeſted 
the Northern Nations, ihall by their Arts, Contrivances and 
Power be utterly rooted out.. And :it is known that 


_ thoſe Difcovertes of their minds and: hopes herein, which 
have occaſionally come unto Light amongſt us, are but 


Indications of thoſe Counſels and Combinations in other 
places and among other perſons, whereby their Hopes 
are to be accompliſhed. And-'if-it were unto our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, much might be. offered to manifeſt that 
thoſe Conſultations and Contrivances which are conſtant 
in the managers of the Papal Intereſt both at Rome and elſe- 
where, for the utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant Religion, 
havebeen Ordered, diſpoſed and caſt into ſuch methods, as 
not only to ſtir upall means of Expedition, but alſo with reſpect 
untoa es ry Execution, _ 

We jball therefore briefly enquire, by what way and means 
this may be eftetted, or what is like to give this Deſign an ac- 
compliſhment, giving every thing its due weight and Con- 
ſideration ; for what the event will be God only knows. 

The Ruine of the Proteſtant Religion as unto it's pub- 
lick Proteſhion, muſt be either by a general Defedtion trom 
it, or by a Forceupon It; or by a Reconciliation and Coa- 
leſceny with the Rowan Church. 

This Detection mult be either of the Priaces, or of 
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the' C/r95,cor ofthe People or of (them. allian-Comuntti- 


' 1 RAE TS / . 
;.. Of the firſt, or the Defection of Princes unto :the-Pa- 
pacy. we have chad: fome -inſtances. ,ia | the! latt Age, but 
{carce of any who have: been:abſolutely-Soveraigh or S- 
pream ; unleſs it be 'of oze; who together-with her Religi- 
on, wiſely and honeſtly left her Crown. 'But I ſuppoſe 
there Iyeth here no great danger or fear as'to Xzngs, or 
{ach as on- whoſe: Authority the Profeſſion of Religion: in 
their Dominions doth much depend. ' For they: are too 
wiſe to be weary of their preſent ſtation and Liberty. 
Who can ſappoſe that any of them would be willing to 
ſtand at the Gates of the Popes Palace bare-foot, for a 
Night and a Day, and be Diſcipliw'd to' boot, as it was 
with one of the greateſt Kings of Exgland? tor to: hold the 
Popes Stirrup, whileft he mounted his Horſe, and .be re- 
puked for want of Breeding in holding it on the wrong 
fide? or would they lye on the Ground, and . have their 
Necks trod upon by the Pope, which-a Couragious: Em- 
perour was forced to ſubmit unto? or have their: Crowns 
kick't from their Heads by the foot of a Legate? or be 
Afaſlinated for not promoting the Papal Intereſt in the 
way and mode of them concerned, as it was with two 
Kings of France ? tg. 

It will be ſaid, that theſe things are - pat and gone, 
the Popes have now no ſuch power as formerly; and the 
Kings that are of the Roma» Church, do live as free 
from Impoſitions on them by the pretenfions of Papal 

Power, as any Kingson the Earth. Bur ſuppoſing ſuch 
a change, and that the Kzzg of Frazce, as. great as he 1s, 
do find in the Iſſue that there 1s ſuch a change, yet if we 
do not. know the Reaſons of it, they do. Is it becauſe 
the maintainers of the Papacy have changed their Prin- 
ciples and Opinions in this matter? Is it that they have + 


diſclaimed the Power and Authority which they exerciſed 
Te 
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in former Ages? Is it from:any Abatement of the Papal 
Omniporency 'in: their Judgment ?- Do. chey: think. that the 
Popes: had not Right'xo do what they did in' thoſe” dayes, 
or that they'have not yet Right to. do the like again? Ir 1s 
none: of\thoſe nor any Reaſon of this ſort 'that is . the 
cauſe; ofithe-pretenJded Change.::v The true: and only Rea- 
{þa: ofi1t; ts-the:balkancing (ofitheir! power i:by the? Protes 
aut Tritereft..': So/many Kihgs,' Princes Pbtentates, Statds 
and Natzans being -noti anly. fallen 'off.- from that. blind 
Obedicace (and; Subjettion wherein they were + univerſally 
endhril6tb unto them-bu thote dayebiibuvitad yits!loppole 
thent/in:allithear attempts! fo vEfelurebtheird preterided 
Power, they-are- forced for a Sexfarrolower their' Sayls, 
and to. pluck in thoſe Horns wherewith -:tormerty. they 
puſhed Kings and Princes.unto their:Ruine: : Shofld- there 
be a'Refauratmn:ofthar.Power awd1Imereſtt dnthe2minds 
ob met; Uvinch wbuldtenmme:onthe\BExirpacion' of ther Pro- 
teſtint Religion, the greatettt Kings: of Kutye ſhould quick- 
ly find themfelves' yoked and overtmatchedi both in'their 
own . Donunions, and by ifuch .as. will be 'ready to: Exe- 
cute their Dafighns 2:Andodh this: Subpolition,they will crots 
all Expetience: of foraver: Aves, 2iÞ {ering weathered their 
Dithculties 'and -Conquered-their oppoſers,” they be not 
more hauglhty aind ſecure-in the. Execution of their Pow- 
er and pretended: Othce; thaniever they were before. 

. Whatevet Dolution therefdte mayobefall'Soveraign Prin- 
ces in their. perſonal: Caparities, none of. them! can be 1ſo 
forſaken of common Underſtanding, .as not to ſee. thar 
by a Detection unto the Papacy, they bring a Bondage on 
themſelves and their Subjedts. from which . God by his 
Providence. through the Light and Truth of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion had fetthem tree. And it is certain enough 
that there 1s at this day fo much rational Light diffuſed 
in the World, that even thoſe who on various induce- 
ments may comply with any of them in the Reintrodu- 
C 2 ction 
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&ion of Popery-anto any of their Territories, will [quick- 
ly find what: condition of Slavery and contempt they have 
brought themſelves into, and thereon make' the new po- 
ſture of Aﬀairs very uneaſfie to themſelves. and their Ru- 
lers. - Yea no ſort of men will be given up unto more 
furious Reflections, firſt on themſelves,: and then 'on:others, 
thasnithey; will:be;owhen they find ::theinſebves enſnared. 
Fhoſe who1on-Aſiich occaſions! have neither deceivett them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffered themſelves. :to be. deceived by others; 
may. enjoy a. {edate, Tranquillity of mind, .in'all that ſhall 
betall them, ', But; theſe, when . they. -have” digeſted the 
ſhame-of being: deluded, wilt be: reſtleſs © mn' ; their Minds, 
and 1ntent; on:new--occaſions. I ſuppoſe . therefore: there 
is no great .danger to: be feared on this hand, and if there 
ſhould, that the Event of Counſels mixed with ſo much 
madneſs and -ingratitude wull be: a: fuddain iCaztaftrophe. - 
And as: unto:;;the;:E/ergy, ithere' can be i no. +Detetion 
amongſt them, unleſs it be ifrom a Wearineſs of their 
reſent Station, upon:the Principles of the Proteſtant Re- 
igion. For'they have moſt ofrhem too much Light to'be cor- 
rupted any way butby Intereſt. Now the Principles intended 
are theſe two. (1 -)That the Reverence which they.claim, and 
the Revenues which they poſleſs; are not due unto them meer- 
ly on the account of their Offices and the Titles which they 
bear, but on that of: their Faithfyl diſcharge of their Of- 


fice in- diligent”, Laborions Preaching of the Goſpel, and 


Sedulous Endeavours for the: Converſion and Edification 
of the Souls of Men. This Principle lay at the Founda- 
tion of the Reformation, and was one of the greateſt 
means,of. its Promotion. (2.) That a diſtinaion from the 
People by Sacred , Office, requires indiſpenſibly a diſtinftion 
from them in Gravity, Uſefulneſs and Holineſs of Con. 
verſation, If Men ſhould grow weary of their Station in 


the Clergy on thoſe Principles ( and others the Prote/tant 


Religion will not afford them). it is tobe feared that on pro- 
voking 
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voking occaſions they may verge unto that Church-State, 
wherein. all things deſirable unto them in this World, 
And the Danger will be 
encreaſed, if they are capable of Envy and Vexation from 
thoſe Principles of Light and Liberty which have been 
communicated unto the People by the Proretant Religion, 
rendring all Expectations of Reverence and Honour but 
what ariſeth- from, and 1s proportionate unto real worth 
and uſefulneſs, altogether vain. And if hereon they are 
expoſed to impreſſions from the Wealth, Eaſe, and Power 
ropoſed unto them in the Papa! Church, it is to be fear- 
ed that they may regulate themſelves by opportunities. 
And on theſe grounds, not a few Minifters in France, be- 
ing withal at the ſame time under the dread of Troubke 
and Perſecution, have gone over unto the adverſe Party. 
In the mean time there is ſome Relief herein, that the 
Generality of Mankind. is ſo far enlightned, that no Pleas 
or Pretences of other Reaſons for ſuch a Change or De- 
fection will bear the leaftt Admittance, but it will be al. 
cribed unto corrupt AﬀeZtion and carnal Intereſt. How: 
ever, if it be contained, as many judge it is, in the ro: 
pheſies of the Revelation, that the Churches of the Na- 
tions who were once of the Communion, and in ſubje- 
tion unto the Church of Rowe, ſhall be reſtored unto 
her Power and Poſſeſſion again, at leaſt for a ſhort Sea- 
ſon, this fort of Men muſt be fgnally inſtrumental there- 
in. Andif there be any Nations where theſe two things 
concur, that all Church or Eccleſiaſtical Power and Juril- 
diction, is by the Law of the Land veſted in the King, 
being as unto its whole Exerciſe derived from him alone, 
whereby that which. he 1s, the Church is as to Power and 
JuriſdiCtion, and nothing elſe ; and where the Clergy do hold 
and derive their Spiritual Power, their Power of Order 
and Office by a- Flux and deſcent of it from the Church 
of Rome and the Authority thereof, upon the Acceſſion of 
a Pa- 
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z' Papiſtunto Supream Rule, it will be very difficalt, -if not 
impoſſible long to ſecure the publick Profeſſion of the 'Pro- 
reſtart Religion in ſuch Nations. TI fay inthis Caſe,althongh 
the Proteſtant Religion may be preſerved in Multitudes 
of Individuals and their voluntary Societies, in the Com- 
munion of it; Yet in ſuch 'a- Church State jts publick 
Profefion cannot long be continued ; for it* will quickly 
be diflolved by its own inteſtine Differences ; which every 
wiſe Man may eaſily foreſee. But the Force of Law, Inte- 
rereſt and Inclination is hardly. to be withſtood. *' ,** 
The danger of Defettion from the Profefion of the 
Proteſtant Religion int the People, muſt be macafured from 
the Preparations for it that are found amongft them, and 
the Means of their furtherance. Now theſe are nothing 
byt the vitious Habits of the Minds off Men, enclining 
their AﬀeCtions to take Shelter in 'the Pp/ Superſtitiorr. 
Such are Ignorance, Lewdneſs of Converſauion,' Provoca- 
tions from the power of Religion in others, Atheiſm and 
Intereſt, from hopes of Advantage propoſed unto ſome of 
tie who have an influence on” others. Tliere can be 
no Pefeftion unto Popery in or among the People, who have 
ever known any thing of the Proze/tant Religion, but what 
proceeds from theſe Cauſes, which wholly obliterate all 
Ponce of its Power, all dclight in its Truth, and diſpoſe 
Men unto any thing wherein they hope they may find 
a better compliance with their Inclinations, or at leaſt free 
them trom that whereof they are weary, and wherein 
they find no Advantage. And the means whereby theſe 
things are promoted in them, are want of due Inſtruttion, 
Examples of Sin and Impunity therein, Publick diſcoun- 
tenance of the Power of Religion, Perſonal and Family 
Neceſſities through Pride or Senſuality, with deſire of Re- 

Venge. | 
Where theſe things abound in any Nation, amongſt 
any People, there is no Security of their Srab//ity in —_ 
r0- 
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Profeſiton of Religion which yet they avow. For all theſe 
things. will continually operate in their Minds, and occa- 
fions will not be wanting in the watchful diligence of 
the Devil and his Inſtruments, to excite and provoke their 
corrupt Luſts unto a Declenlion from their Profeſſion, which 
with many of them will be carried on gradually and. jn- 
ſenſibly, until they find themſelves .enſnared in the Papal 
Intereſt beyond what they can extricate themſelves out 
of. 

T ſhall make no Conjectures concerning the ruine or to- 
tal loſs of the publick. Profelſion of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, from thole wayes and means of a general Defeition 
from it. For if there were more danger in them than 
rhere is, I know there is yet a way whereby they may 
be all defeated. And this being in the Hand of God 
alone, with him 1t is to be left, and unto his care it is to be 
committed. 

Force. 1s,the next way whereby the ſame cffect may be 

roduced. And this is that which thoſe of the Roman 
karereſt do place their Principal Conftidence in; and- it is 
that which they Judge they may lawfully make uſe of, 
whenever they are able {ſo to do. Be the force eſteemed 
neceſſary unto this End, of what fort it will ; be it by 
private Aſſaſſinations, Legal Perſecurtions, National Opprel- 
lions, forreign. Invalions, all is alike unto them ; they are 
all of them to be made ule of, as their ſuppoſed Opportu- 
nities do require. That which at preſent doth moſt en- 
courage their Hopes and Expectations on this ground of 
them, 1s the Power and Inclinations of the Fr-zch Monarch, 
and the Influence they have on the Counſels and Acftings of 
other Nations. But that whole Buſineſs ſeems to. me on 
many accounts, to be but res nnins etatis at moſt ; many 

Countreys may be ravaged and ſpoyled, and new Work 
cut out for another Age, but a ſtated Intereſt for the: Papal 

Advantage, will ſcarcely be. fixed thereby. They muſt 
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be a People of another. temper and complexion of mind 
than our Neighbours are, of a more profound Melancho- 
ly and Superttition, than they are Subje&t unto; of leſs 
vehement deſires of their own, and leſs Subje& to alter in 
their Deſigns on Provocations and Diſappointments, who 
are fit pertinacioully to purſue the Advancement of the Pa- 


pal Power and Dominion, wherein themſelves at length 


ſhall be no ſharers. But where there is a concurrence of 
all theſe things; namely, an Inclination in many of all 
Sorts unto a DefeCtion , Preparations in the Minds of 
more thereunto, the Perſecution of ſome ſo far as the 
Laws will permit, and jult tears of a greater outward force, 
Relief and Safety is to be expected only from Divine 
Power and Goodneſs. | 

The Third way whereby the publick Profeſſion of the 
Preteſtant Religion may be ruined in any Nation, or-Uni- 
verſally, is by a Recozc/lzation unto the Church of Rome. 
For although this be really of the ſame nature and kind 
with that of the Defe&tion before ſpoken of, yet ſeeing 
it is to be effeted by a pretended mutual Condeſcenſion, 1t 
will be averred to be diftcrent from a total Defection. That 
which I intend is a Coaleſcency in the fame Church-State, 
Faith, Worſhip and Rule with the Church of Rome, on 
ſuch Conceſſions, and Reliets from ſome preſent Impo- 
ſitions, as ſhall on both fides be agreed on. And this is 
the molt plautible Engine tor attaining the Fatal End de- 
ſigned, that can be made uſe of ; and poſſibly the moſt 
likely to take eftet. The pretences of the Peace of Chr- 
ftendom, and the Union of Chriſtians (though nothing 
{eſs be intended, than that Peace and Union which Chriſt 
hath appointed ; nor will the Peace pretended be ever at- 
tained bv it) are ſuited ro cover and overwhelm Men 
with Reproaches, who ſhall but endeavour to diſcover their 
falfity and folly. But the preſent poſture of Counſels and 

airs in the World, calls tor fommewhat a more diſtin&t 
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: confideration. of theſe things; , which yetſhall be but Pre- 
: cparatory unto. what ſhall 'be further diſcourſed unto the 


{ame purpoſe, it the proceſs in the Delign do further ma- 
nifelt it ſelt. 

From the very beginning of the Reformation there have 
been various Attempts for a Compolition, of the Ditteren- 


\ ces between the Church of. Rowe, and thole who were 


departed from it. Councels of Princes, Conventions of 


 Divines, Imperial Edifts, Sedate Conſultations of Learn- 
: ed Men, have all been made ufe;of.. unto this End, and 


all inivain. And it -was for a, white. the Judgment of 
moſt..'Wiſe men; that the Council of Trent had rendred all 
Reconciliations, ſo much as 'by a pretence of any Conde- 
{ſcention -0n [the part of Rome, utterly impoſſible. For it 
hath bound it ſelf and all the World that will own its 


Authority, under Solemwn Cyrſes, not.tomake any change or 


Alteration in the- preſent - State of the Papa! Church, 
though the Salvation of all Men living ſhould depend thereon. 

Yet notwithſtanding the fixing of this unpaſſable Gulph 
between the two Churches . or Religions, ſome perſons 
profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion, either angry at their 
Station and diſappointments in the: World or - Ambiti- 


| ous above their Station in the Proteſtant Church, though 


of the Higheſt Dignity attainable in it; or out of an 


Itch or Curiolity of venting their Conciliatory Notions, as 
they; ſuppole them, and ſo to entitle themſelves unto the 


name of Peace-makers , have in the foregoing and preſent 
Age revived the fſaine truitlels Deſign, but hitherto with- 
out {uccels. 

But it muſt be confeſſed, that at preſent things are more 
prepared for the plying of this Engine, and making it 
Etectuil unto the Ruine of the Proteſtant Religion, than 
they were 1n foriner Ages; whereof I ſhall give ſome 
Initances. | 

Suadry Learned men, who have made themſelves of 
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great Name and'Reputation' thereby, have -m'their publich 
Writings granted 'a Þ atriarchal Primacy in the Weſt "nnth 
the Biſhop of Rome,' which is meet to be reſtored. Anc 
therewithall they have relinquiſhed the true Ground: 
of the Reformation : | For whereas the real Cauſes anc 
Reaſons of it were the Idolatry, Herefies and Tyranny-o 
the Church of 'Rome, which every private Chriſtian migtn 
underitand,and'was bound to, Separate from in his own Per: 
fon, were there' no other - of his Mind in the Work 
but himſelf glone'; and had Right ſo to do ; they have 
reſolved it into the Power- of! a Wational Church 1n that 
Patriarchate ,' with *their Supream''Civil Ruler, to reform 
it ſelf from ſuch” things as they efteem abuſes. Now as 
this is a matter wherem the Conſciences of the People or 
private Chriſtians, are not: coneerned; ' fo it 15 built on 
ſundry Arbitrary ' preftimptions- that have not the leaft 
Countenance given unto them 'frotm- the' Word of God. 
And as this Endeavour tends direaMly to drvert the Minds 
of Men from the true Cauſes and. Reaſons of the Refor- 
mation, wheres6n all the Martyrs died ; fo it leads directly 
upon a Relief againſt "the pretended abuſes, to return unto 
the Pope as an Head of Unity and Peace unto all Churches, 
at leaſt in theſe Weſtern parts of the World, which 1s all 
that at preſent is pleaded for, by many of the Papi/f' 
themſelves. For the Diſpute, they ſay, about the Pope, 
his Power and Infallibility, you need not trouble your 
felves ; let the Biſhop of Rowe in his Succeſon from St, 
Peter be acknowledged as an Head of Unity and Peace 
unto all Chriſtians, with a Parzriarcyal Power, and no 
more ſhall be required of you, that 1s at preſent ; for the 
Pope will' be Pope whileft he 1s ſo : that 1s, until he 15 
utterly caſt out of the Church. Bur by ſuch Conceiſtons as 
theſe, the way 1s preparing for a compoſition as unto th 
oatward Order and Rule of the Church. 


As unto the Internal part of Religion, in Ons 
alt 
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Faith; there is no {nall advarice towards Reconcili- 
arion in the 'Introduftion .of- Novel Opinions into. the 
Proteſtant Profeſſion, For although on their firſt eri- 
trance among us, they- were publickly proteſted 
againſt by the Coxmurs. of England Js Parhament, as 
introductory of Popery ; yet their prevaleney / lince 
hath been {ſo great, as-that' therr Abertors are ready 
to avow them as the Dottrine of the preſent Church. 
Yet are they all of them oppoſite- unto the funda- 
mental Primerples -of -the Reforitation,” which! were 
to- exalt the Grace: df God, ail debMe: the Pride of 
Men; from 'the contempr' of 'which- Principles, all 
the Abominations of the Papacy did ariſe. And this 
progreſs towards a Reconcihation is daily .imfroved 
by the endeavours of fome to leſſen all che Doctri- 
nal difterences betweer” the Papits 'and' Prove/tints, 
and to make them appear as: things not wortt' the 
{triving or contendingabour. -. | 
The ſame work 1s 'carried on by the labours and 
endeayours of many in their publick Writings, to 
divert the making Application of- Scripture Prophe- 
fies and Predictions of an ftztical Amcichrifian 
Church-State, unto the Church of Rowe. The per- 


:-ſwaſion hereof (as it is a' moſt undoubted 'Truth 


wherein the Souls of Men are concerned-Y*-is the 
Principal means-of preſerving the Body! of the Peo- 
ple in an averſation unto Popery, If you can once 
perſwade them, that the Pope is not Antichriſt, that the 
Church of Rome 15 not that Idolatrous Tyrannical State 
foretold in the Scripture, many would be very in- 
different how you treat with them, or what com- 
poſition you ſhall make for your ſelves, But it is 


hoped, that the broad Lighr which arifeth trom the 


Evidence, the Pope and his Church for many Ages 
DD 2 


have 


(28) | 


have given :of themſelves; {0 to be, .by-itheir Idota-; 
tries, Perſecutions,\ Murders, ;Laciferian Pride, tramp-- 
ling on. the Power and Perſons of Kings and all 
ſorts of Perſons, in conjunftion with the C haratteriſti. 
cal Notes of. Times; Places, Riſe, Progreſs, Nature 
and Actings of, that, Church State. in the Scripture, 
will not eaſily be extinguiſhed. 

There is no ſmall prevalency in the World of an 
Atheiſtical Principle lately advanced, namely, of Re- 
ſolving, all reſpect unto; the publick Proteffion of Re- 
ligion. into the Wills and Laws of Men in Supream 
Power. lt is ſuppoſed therein, that Men may be in 
their own Minds of what Religion they pleaſe, and 
be as Religious as they will. But for the preſerva- 
tion of | Society it /is: meet; that the Wills of Law-. | 
givers in all' Nations ſhould be, the Sole Rule of 
the outward Profeſſion of R_—_ Now although 
this Atheiſtical Opinion be deltructive of Chrittian 
Religion, condemning all the Proteſlors of it from 
its firſt entrance into the World of the higheſt Fol- 
ly imaginable, yet being ſuited to accommodate all 
the Luſts and Intereſts of Men profane and ungodly, 
It is incredible what a progreſs in a ſhort time it 
hath made in the World. And thoſe who have im- 
bibed it are ready for all ſuch compoſitions in Re- 
ligion, as may be ſuppoſed any way Commodious un- 
to their Inclinations and Intereſts. 

I ſhall only mention that which of all other 
things is of the worſt abode, namely, the Lols of the 
Power of Religion in all forts of Perſons. The Pro- 
teſtant Religion will not any where long maintain 
its Station any otherwiſe, than by an Experience of 
its Power and Efficacy on the Souls of Men. Where 


this. is loſt through the power of prevalent vitious. 
| Habits 
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Habits, of the minds of Men, the whole of that Re- 
ligion will be parted withall at an eaſie Rate. For 
there 15 another continually propoſed unto them, 
with thoſe entertainments for Mens Fancies and carnal 
Afections, wich thoſe accommodations for their Luſts 
Living and Dying, with outward Secular advanta* 
ges, that this Religion is not capable of, nor accom- 
panied withall. | 

This 1s that which guided with an Eye to out- 
ward Advancement, hath in the laſt Age loſt great 
numbers of the Nobility of Fraxce and Poland, and 
other yon from the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, whoſe 
Anceſtors were renowned Champions for the Truth 
of it. For to what end ſhould Men entertain a Re- 
ligion which they find no inward Spiritual Advan- 
tage by, and are for the Profeſſion of it expoſed 
unto all ſorts of outward diſadvantages? And this 
fort of Men, will at any time greedily embrace ſuch 
a Reconciliation with the Church of Roxe, as by 
the Terms of it may a little ſhelter their Reputatt- 
on,and make 4 pretence of Satisfying ſome Traditiona 
Convictions of the Truth which they had profeſſed. 

Moreover, unleſs it be diligently watched againſt, 
wearineſs is apt to grow on many of the Cler2y, of 
that Spiritual Rule and Conduct of the People, which 
according to the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, 
15 committed unto them. For there hath by Ver- 
tue thereof, ſo much Light and Knowledge been 
diffuſed among the People, and ſuch a valuation of 
their Spiritual Liberty thereon, which formerly they 
knew nothing of, that there 1s an excellent Vertue 
and P.ety, with continual care and watchfulneſs. re- 
quired unto the Rule of them ; and yet when the 
beſt of Men have done their utmoſt herein allo, _ 
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will meet with that which ſhall exercife their Wil: © 
dom and Patience at their Dayes. Neither hath 
Chriſt granted any Rule or Office in his Church 'on 
any other Terms ; nor will the ſtate of his SubjeQs, 
who are all Voluntiers, permir 1t' to be otherwiſe: 
No wonder then if ſome do Like thoſe Engines of 
an ealte Rule, namely, Ignorance and blind Devo- 
tion 1n the People, and ſo are Ready to return unto 
them again. For it is a monſtrous wearifome thing 
for Mcn of Herock Governing Spirits, to be obliged 
to give conviction from the Scripture unto ſuch Per. 
ſons as they judge impertinent, of what they do ; 
much more to order their Converſation with ſtri&t- 
neſs, that no offence be taken at them. Thus poſture of 
things Men ſeem to be weary of, and therefore do daily 
Relinquiih them, fo far as they can pretend any conſi- 
itency between what they do, and the Religion which 
they yrofeſs. But the utter ſhaking off of thoſe Bonds 
and Manaclcs, unworthy of Men of generous Spirits, 
mult needs ſeem more eligible unto them. And if here- 
on {uch Terms ot Reconciliation be offered, as ſhall not 
only ſecure unto them their preſent Poſſefſions and 
Digaities, but give them allo a proſpect of farther 
advancement, It 1s to be feared that many of this 
fort will judge it better ro embrace things ſo deſi- 
rable, than to die in a Priſon, or at a Stake. 

Beſides all theſe, there is at preſent a coincidence 
of Two things, that exceedingly encline .the 
Minds of many unto an Eccl:ſtaſtical Coal:ſcency with 
the Church of Rome. And thele are, Firſt, An Igno- 
rance or Forgetfulncſs of what the Papacy was, and 
will again be; and #h:2 a ſence of ſome provocations 
given or ſuppolcd to be given them by the Proze/tazz 
Religion, or thoſe that profeſs jt. Alas ! what 

harm 
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harm hath the Papacy ever done to them ? It may 
be they can give inſtances whercin they have had 
Advantage by it, or by them that belong unto it, But 
every thing which they ſuppole evil, and End 1n- 
convenient untotheir preſent inclinations, they ſul pet 
to proceed from the Principles of the Prote/f1zze Re- 
ligion, from whence they have already received many 
Provocations. 

Theſe are ſome of the Reaſons which make it 
evident, that there may be no imall danger unto the 


publick Profeſſion . of the Prozeſtazt Religion ( the 


thing enquired after) from the preſent Delign of not 


a few, to makea Recoxciliarion of the two Religions, 
and to bring all Men into a Coaleſcency in Faith, 
Worſhip and Rule with the Church of Rowze. Now 
as there is little Hope to prevail with them who are 
under the Power of theſe things and conf'derati- 
ons, or are influenced by them, by Arguments 
Religious and Rational ; ſeeing they have all of 
them their Foundation in ſuch corrupt Afﬀecti- 
ons, Inclinations and Intereſts, as are more deat than 
an Adder unto fuch Charms ; yet tor the ſake of 
others not as yet engaged by ſuch Prejudices, I ſhall 
manifeſt in a few Initances the tolly and Wicked- 
neſs of Attempting, or complying with any Recon- 
Ciliation with the Church of Rome. 

For, in the firit place, be it on what Terms it 
will, it 1s a Renunciation of the Fundamental Princt- 
ple of the Reformation ; namely, that the Church of 
Rome 1s that Idolatrous Antichriſtizu State which 15 
foretold in the Scriptures. For 1t it be {o, the Per- 
ſons that belong unto it may be converted, but the 
State it ſelf is to be deſtroyed. And to joyn our 
ſelves unto, or coaleſce in that Clurch-State on any 
Terms 


——— 
* 6 


ot eA_ 4. < - 


(32) 
Terms whatever, that the Lord Chriſt hath deſigned 
to deſtruction, 1s both tooliſh in it ſelf, ard will be 
ruinous in the iflue unto our Souls. 

For it will hence alſo tollow, chat we intereſt our 

ſelves in the Guilt of all that innocent Blood which 
hath been ſhed by the Power of chat Church: State for a 
diſſent from it, For this Guilt which is zex+ unto 
that of the Church of the Jews, in murdering the 
Head of the Church, and every way Equal unto 
that of the Pagan World in the Blood {ned in their 
Perſecutions, for which it was Temporally and Eter- 
nally deſtroyed, lies charged on this Church ſtate, 
and will reach unto all that ſhall chooſe an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical ConjunCtion therein. - And let ſvch Perſons 
flatter themſelves whilſt they pleaſe, and fight theſe 
things, as thoſe wherein they are not concerned, they 
will find them true to their coſt, here or here- 
after. 
Neither will Men of any Light or Ingenuity eaſt- 
ly renounce the whole work of Gods Grace and 
Power in the Reformation, and caſt the Guilt of all 
the Diviſions that have been in the World, on the 
part of the Proteſtants. For ſeeing they have all 
been on the account of the Church-ſtate of Rome, 1n 
oppolition whereunto the Martyrs laid down their 
Lives, a Coaleicency on any Terms in and with 
that Church-ſtate, doth include a condemnation of 
all that hath been done or ſuffered in oppoſition 
thereunto, The preaching of the Goſpel hath been 
but-a Fancy ; the ſuffering of the Martyrs was the 
higheſt Folly ; the Glory given to God on theſe ac- 
counts, little leis than Bialphemy, 1s the Language 
of ſuch a Coalefcency. ; 

T ic Vaniry allo of the Terms of Reconciliation which 
are 
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are or may be propoſed, is obvious unto all that are not 
wilfully blind. For the Church of Rowe preſerving 
its eſſentially conſtitutive Principles, and its Being as 
ſuch, can make no ſuch Condeſcenſions, as ſhall not keep 
ſate and ſecure the whole Malignity of their Faith an! 
Worſhip. When any thing that hath the ſhew, or Ap- 
pearance of a Conceſſion, as ſupyole Prieſts Marrape, 
the Cup unto the Laity , ard the Scrvice of the Church in a 
known Tongue 1s propoſed, it is Natural for all Men to 
commend and approve of what is ſo done, becauſe 1t 
is a kind of Relinquiihment of things grievous and Ty- 
rannical. At the firſt Propoſal few will judge theſe 
things to be ſufficient, but will encourage themlelves in 
an expectation of further Condeſcenſions ; and will be 
ready to aſſure others that they will enſue ; Bur yet 
when they find themſelves defeated herein, they will 
take up the Management of the Cauſe and contend, 
that this is enough at preſent for ſober Men, ſeeing no 
more can be attained. But 1n Reality this Reconcilia- 
tion will prove a total Defection from the Proteſtant 
Religion. For the Church of Rowe? neither will, nor 
can part with any thing that ſhall. change its Anti- 
chriſtian-State and Idolatrous Worſhip. The whole of 
their pretenſion is but a Decoy to get us into their 
Power, where we ſhall be made to underſtand both 
where we. are, and where we have been allo. And 
thoſe which ſhall be moſt inclinable unto ſuch a Recon- 
Ciliation as is deſigned, unleſs they alſo become flagiti- 
ous Perſecutors of thoſe whom they have: left, as is 
the, manner of moſt Apoſtates, will find their former 
faults called over to the purpoſe, and ſuch baſe acknow- 
ledgements required of them, as ingenuous Perſons 
would rather chooſe to die than be brought unto. But 
although univerſal Experience confirms this to be the 
certain and undoubted iſſue — a return. unto their hy: 
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from which Men are judged to have broken away un- 
jultly, what ever Su{vo*s ſeem to be provided againlt it ; 
yet thoſe concerned cannot think it ſhall be ſo with 
them , but rather that they ſhall be dearly embraced, 
and highly promored, if not for their Return, yet tor 
their being carly and ſ{edulous therein. Burt if they find 
this Entertainment with them, who have every thing 
which they think good, as Conſcience and Religion, 
and every thing that 1s really evil, as Pride, Ambition 
and Revenge, to oblige them unto the contrary, T ſhall 
not be alone in being deceived. ' But this one conſide- 
ration is ſufficient to caſt out all thoughts of any Re- 
conciliation with the Church of ' Rowe. For: although 
they ſhonld never ſo earneſtly delire it, as that which 
would bring Dominion, Profit, Advantage and Reputa- 
tion unto them, yet 1s it not in their Power, continu- 
ing what they are, to make any ſuch Conceſhons as 
ſhall alter their State, or once touch the Reaſons of the 
Prote#tants departure from them. And ſeeing what 
they ſuppoſe they may grant, will not be upon a Con- 
viction of Truth, that ſuch ought to be, as if before 
they had been in a Miſtake, but only to comply with a 
preſent Exigence for their Advantage, 1t will be recalled 
whenever they judge it meet to take 1t away again. 
Upon the whole matter, the Reconciliation deſigned 
on the moſt plauſible Terms that have ever yet. been 
propoſed, is nothing but an hood-winkt Detection to: 
Rome, accumulated with a charge on the Conſciences of 
them who ſhall comply therewith, of the Guilt of all the: 
Miſeries and blood of them by whom it will be refuted. 


But there are on the other fide certain confiderati.” 
ons that may be laid in the Ballance againſt theſe Dan-' 
gers or the fears of them as unto the Eyent ; And I ſhall: 
briefly mention them alſo. . For, þ 
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x. The Honour of Chriſt himſelf ſeems to be enga- 
ged for the preſervation of the Light and Truth of the 
Goſpel where 1t hath been profeſſed. And fo it is un- 
doubtedly, unleſs the Sins and-Ingratitude of the Gene- 
rality. of them by -whom 1t 1s protefſed, do require that 
they be dealt withall in his ſeverity. In that caſe the 
Glory and Honour of Chriſt are more engaged to re- 
move and take away the Bleſſing of it from any Place 
or People, than to put forth his Power for its preſer- 
vation and continuance. Now although it muſt be 
acknowledged, that the Sins of theſe \and other Prote- 
fant Nations, have been of an high provoking Nature 
unto the Eyes of his Glory ; yet it may be hoped that 
they have not exceeded the bounds of his Patience and 
Forbearance. And whether it be ſo or no, there will be 
a- ſpeedy- Diſcovery. For it on the many intimations 
which he hath given them of his Diſpleaſure, his many 
calls to Repentance mixed with Threatnings, they will 
now at laſt return unto him from the evil of their ways, 
and make their Repentance evident by the Fruits of it, 
he will undoubtedly continue his preſence among them 
and his care over them. | = 

But if notwithſtanding all that they hear, and feel, 
and fear at preſent, notwithſtanding ail Divine warn- 
ings and Indications of his Diſpleaſure, they will go on 


frowardly in their own wayes, unto the high Diſhonour 
of himſelf and his Goſpel, cauſing his Name and wayes 
to be Blaſphemed among the Idolatrous Nations, the 
Event muſt be leit jn the depths of Infinite Wiſdom »with 
Soveraign Grace and Mercy. 
2, Notwithitanding all that Profaneneſs and Wicked- 
nels of Lite wherein Multitudes are immerſed who -out- 
wardly profeſs the Proze//azt Religion, there is a Rem- 
nant 1n the Nations where 1t 1s profeſſed, who manifeſt 
B35: 2 | the 
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the Power of it in their Fu and glorifie Chriſt by their 
Protetiion and Obedience unto all his Commands, walk- 
ing worthy of the Goſpel in all Holy Converſation. Nor 
are this ſort confined to any one Party or Peculiar way 
among them, but are found in the whole Body or. Com- 
munity of the Proteſtant Profefſion. What Influence 
thele have.on many accounts into the preſervation of the 
Light of the Goſpel in the Places, Times and. Nations 
wherein their Lot and Portion is caſt by Divine Provi- 
dence, 1s not here to be declared ; the Scripture will give 
a ſufficient account of it. 

3. There is evidently at preſent a Spirit of Courage 
and Chriſtian Magnanimity come upon many, whoſe 
other Circumſtances render them conſiderable in the 
World, to do and ſuffer whatever they {hall Lawtfully 
be called unto, for the deftenceof this Proze/taxt Religion, 
This alſo is from God; and if his purpoſe were utterly 
to ruine that Intereſt, it is more ſuited unto former Di- 
ſpenſations of his Providence in like caſes, ro ſend Weak- 
neſs, Faintneſs, Cowardice and Deſpondency into the 
Hearts of thoſe concerned, than to give them a Spirit 
of Courage and Reſolution for their Duty. And here- 
unto alſo belongs that Revival of Zeal for their Religion 
and the Concernments of it, which hath of late been 
ſtirred up even in the Boay of the People, taking occaſion 
from the Oppoſition made unto it, and the dangers 
whereunto it hath been reduced. I thele things are from 
God, as they ſeem to be, they will not be ſocaſfily run 
down, as ſome Imagine. For whatever means he will 
make uſe of, be they in themfelves never ſo weak 
and contemptible, they ſhall be effectual unto the End 
whereunto they are deſigned. And theretore there 
is no {mall Indication in them, that it 1s in the Councel 
of the Divine Will as yet to preſerve the Proteſiion of the 
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þ Proteftant Religion, though it may - be ſorely ſhaken. 


4. The ſtrange Diſcoveries that have been made of 


| the Plots and Deſigns of the Enemies of this Religion 
: with the Diſappointment of many of them, are allo a 
: Pledge:of the: care of God 'over.it., Wiſe and conſider- 
* ing Men knew well enough. that they were at work 
- with all Diligence, Craft and Induſtry, for the accom- 
: pliſhment of what they had long deligned, and which 
; for ſome Ages they had been engaged in various con-- 
= trivances to. bring about. But whar they ſaw of the Ef- 
- fects of their Counſels; they could not remove ; and all the 


ſpecialties of their Defignwere hid from them. The ge--. 
nerality of Men in the mean time, were in the higheſt Se-- 
curity, Jome enjoying themſelves in the Advantages which - 
they hold by. the Profeſſton of Religion, and others alto- 
gether regardleſs of theſe Things. But in this State. of - 
things, the Providence of God making uſe of the - un- 
parallel'd Confidence and precipitation of the Enemies- 
themſelves, by ſtrange and unexpeQted means, layes open- 
their works of: Darkneſs, awakens the Nation unto the - 
Conſideration of its Danger, variouſly diſappoints. their - 
Helliſh Plots, and puts. the Minds of Multitudes, it may | 
be Mz//ions, into a poſture of taking care about thoſe con- 


been ſurprized into. the Loſs: of, had they continued in 
the Security from which their Enemies awakened them. 
And it may be well ſuppoſed, that nothing. but Sin and * 
the higheſt Ingratitude can divert or ſtop the progrels - 
of thole ſtreams of Providence, whoſe Springs were unde- 
ſerved Mercy and Bounty. | 

For alrchough the Wiſdom, Juſtice; and Honour of the. 
Nation in the Actings of the King as Supream, of both - 
Houſes of Parliament, in the Judges and their Legal 
Adminiſtrations, with. the Piety. of. the Church in the - 


Ob» - - 


ay ns” = IE I 
* 


As ee et ere ps phate 


ee a a ne EN _ 
——— _ _ no 
arp, —— - 

4, a 


en 
—— —_ 


” tC 


12 —_—— 


a +" 


ys, 
Sw ee ee Re EN I EEITOS Y 
— 9 ——_ 
Er ren OO OOO IS 


CO 
1 et Gi HS ae tes 


_— — 


(38) ) 


Obſervation of .a Dayi of Faſting and:Prayer: with reſpect-” 


hereunto, be every Day. expoled to Scorn-and Comeinpt 
in the Papers and Pamphlets of : uaknown Perſons, by 
decrying the Plot, and vilitying the:Dilcoyeries of it (a 
practice never allowed, . never-tolefted in any otheraell 
ordered Government, as that'whrch would rend ito its 
Diſſolution) yet all ſober Men have {ſufficient Evidence of 
the Hand of God in theſe rhihgs, to make them! an Argu- 
ment of his Watchful care» aver the: Proteſtant Retigton: 


And unto all thele thibgs: we map.add, thecfatal Miſ- 


carriages and muleraþleends'of fych A4poftutes from the true. 
Religion, as have not: beet contented to ruine their own 
Souls alone, but have been active and Initrumental in their 
Capacities, to draw or: drive others into the ſame. Per- 


dition. Examples in this kind:might be multiplied; ſuf- 


ficient to ſtop this ſort of Perſons in their.career, if an 
open diſcovery of the Pit whereinto they will precipitate 
themſelves, may have any influence upon them. 


Some few. things may 'yet be added concerning the 
outward means of the-preſervation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion as unto its publick Profeſſion, / tor thething it ſelf 
will be preſerved in deſpite of the 'World) which thoſe 
concerned therein, may. do well to-apply themſelves un- 
to, And1I ſhall only-name them ar preſent. 

And the firſt is, fervent:Prayers to Almighty God, that 
the Princes and Potentates of the Earth may have 
Light to diſcern that their Principal Intereſt in this 
World Jyes inits preſervation. 'And although ſome Rea- 
ſons that may induce them hereunto, may not ſeem of 
force unto them, yet there is one: that 1s uncontrolla- 
ble. For where the Prote:tant Religion 1s received, pub- 
lickly profefied, and eſtabliſhed by Law, it cannot be 
changed without the extream Havock and Ruine of the 
Createit 
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-greateſt: and belt. part of their Subjects, in all their Tem 
;/poral: concerns.' «:And this:.there 1s no doubt . but that 
they :are obliged fo far as in them lies to prevent,” as 
- 'they will give an account unto God of the Truft re. 
| poſed in them. For as things are ſtated in the World, 
as'the Deſigns .and Intereſts of the Parties at variance 


are formed; itiis'a madneſs to {ſuppoſe that ' any Alte-. 
ration can be made herein, without theſe direful Eftets; 
and if they ſhould be covered :for a Seaſon, they will 
break forth afterwards with. more rage and fury. But I: 


Ttefer this unto the: Wiſdom of them that are concerned. ' 
\. It is alſo: :neceflary hereunto,. that all thoſe who ſfin- , 


cerely. own this Religion, and make. it the Rule - of 
their Living unto': God, in Hopes of the Eternal Enjoy- 


' ment. of him in.another World, do depolſe the: confide- 


ration of the leffer Difterences among(t themſelves,. and 


- unite in /one-common Deſign and Intereſt to oppoſe the 
Entrances and Growth of Popery among us. And it is - 


an hard thing to perſwade Rational Men, that they 
are in Earneſt for ;its Oppoſition and Exclution, who are 
not willing ſo to do. 

But that whereon amongſt our ſelves the Event ' of 
this Conteſt doth depend, is the Repentance and Refor- 
mation of all them that profeſs this Religion, upon the - 
Divine. calls and warnings which they have received. 


For a-cloſe of this Diicourlſe, if we may ſuppoſe what - 
we may juſtly fear, namely, that the Holy God, to 
puniſh the horrible Stns and Ingratitude of the Nations 
profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion, ſhould fufter the Profeſ- 
fion of it by any of theſe means or any. other that he ſhall | 
think meet to uſe in his -Holy permiſſion, to be extin- 
guiſhed for a Seaſon, and remove the Light of the Goſpel : 
trom theſe Nations, we may.yet conclude Two things. 

| 1. That:. 


Li 
v3 
4 
5 
' | 
f 1 
*; 
# } 
4 
'# 


es Wed + 


_ —_— PF 
an, at ay: ran # apr Tr Re IRE" 
— yh” +7 og —___ - —_ ——_—— 


Cn i ard 


. - 
ME EINE 
act 2— © own el pe by hn 


A 


get OI en Re w 
> +9) wh ener 
io. Io 7 oe Ee ei Ir OT rr mw as oy 2 a+ 


a4" 


es. Le, Ea 


ae” ver 


_ - 


. nn es ain 4 27 OE IT 
* oo 19 tn - eve oor wats Ab err of 


(£40) "14 

x. That it ſhall iſſue at aft in the; Advantage-of the 
Church. Artichriſt Thall:not be aiifinal..Gainer- in-ithis 
conteſt, His ſucceſs herein will 'be” the Forerunner © 


his utter Deſtruction. © The healing of his dea4/y wound, 


will preſerve his Lite but tor a little while,:: Religion ſhall 


;be again reſtored in a more-refned>:Prefeſſion; >There | 


ſhall enſue hereon no new Roevelations;! ro new Do- 


- Qtrines, no new Scriptures, no new Ordinances of Wor- 


ſhip ; the Subſtance of the Proze/favr DoCtrine, Religion 


.and Worſhip {hall be.preſerved, reſtored; beautified in 


themſelves, and in their Power, in.thems by whom: they : 


ſhalt be profeſſed: The Demonſtration. whereof, ſhall-be 


given elſewhere. | | | 
-2. In the mean time, toſuffer for it even unto- Death, | 


is the moſt glorious Cauſe wherein we can be engaged, 


and wherein we ſhall be undoubtedly vitorious..: It 1$no 


leſs Glorious in the Sight of God,::no lefs Acceptable | 
with him, to ſuffer in giving Teſtimony againſt the Abo- ! 
minations of the Apoitate Antichriſtan- Church-State, : 
than to fuffer for the Goſpel it ſelf. in Oppoſition to Ido- 
latrous Paganiſm. 20 ip bite nar 
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